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Greeting‘s

from the executive officers of the Poe Studies Association. Organized in December 1972, the
PSA joins seven similar societies affiliated with MLA: the Paul Claudel Society, the Dante |So-
ciety of America, the Dickens Society, the Melville Society, the Milton Society of America,| the
Pirandello Society, and the John Steinbeck Society.

Because the PSA will not begin to collect dues until 1974, it has no treasury with whieh to méet
the cost of this Newsletter. Accordingly, the executive officers gratefully acknowledge the

financial assistance given by Holy Cross College and the clerical aid provided by the University
of Connecticut. ‘

Secretary's Report

The MLA sponsored 119 seminars at its 1972 convention in New York. None of them, however,
was more faithful to the origins of the word, more genuinely seminal in character, than the one
devoted to Poe. For the thirty-nine persons who gathered at that seminar convened as a commit-
tee of organization with the purpose of founding an association of Poe scholars.

The seminar met at 8:30 a. m. on 30 December with Professor Eric Carlson presiding and
with Professor John Reilly appointed to keep the minutes.

Professor Carlson opened the proceedingé by reéding a tentative statement of the purpose of
the proposed organization: '

In general, to further the exchange of information and ideas related to research
in Poe biography and criticism. More specifically, to encourage co-operative
effort in establishing a sense of community among Poe scholars in this country
and abroad, in avoiding duplication of scholarly work, in the use of major reposi-
tories of Poe manuscripts, and in initiating and sponsoring new research and
publication. These purposes will be served by means of a Newsletter and the
affiliated journal Poe Studies, by an annual gathering of members and friends in
conjunction with the MLA meetings, by special conferences, and by co-operation
with several Poe societies and Poe libraries.

Though the ensuing discussion was wide ranging, it did lead to three resolutions: (1) that the
organization should, at least tentatively, call itself the Poe Studies Association, (2) that it should
not collect dues until after it has established itself more formally at its meeting in December,
1973, and (8) that those persons present should appoint an executive committee of two to serve as
the executive officers of the organization for one year. These executive officers were charged
with (a) drafting a set of by-laws to be presented for consideration at the meeting in December of
1973, (b) arranging the time and place for the December meeting, (c) appointing a nominating
committee to draw up a slate of officers to be voted upon at the December meeting, and (d) issu-
ing a newsletter as a means of keeping in touch with those persons present at the seminar and of
reaching prospective members. For 1973 Professors Carlson and Reilly were unanimously| ap-
‘pointed executive officers, president and secretary respectively. Helpful advice and offers lof
cooperation, much appreciated, were contributed by Mr. Richard Hart, representing the Poe
Society of Baltimore; Professor Hennig Cohen, secretary for the Melville Society; and Professor
G. R. Thompson, editor of Poe Studies.

(continued on page 2)
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